IN THE SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF DAVIDSON COUNTY
TENNESSEE AT NASHVILLE

IN RE:
BRIDGESTONE/FIRESTONE and

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
TIRE CASES

Case No. 01MD-3

THIS DOCUMENT APPLIES TO ALL
ACTIONS

N N N N N N N N N N’

ORDER DENYING MOTION TO DISMISS FOR
LACK OF PERSONAL JURISDICTION

This cause came to be heard before the Honorable Thomas W. Brothers, Judge of
the Sixth Circuit Court of Davidson County, Tennessee, having been specially set, on
August 1, 2001, upon the Motion to Dismiss for lack of personal jurisdiction filed by
Defendant, Bridgestone Corporation. After a thorough review of all briefs, affidavits and
exhibits submitted by the parties, as well as the arguments presented by counsel, this
Court finds that Bridgestone Corporation’s Motion to Dismiss is not well-taken and
should be DENIED.

In support of its motion to dismiss, Bridgestone Corporation has presented the
affidavit of Mr. Hiroyuti Kita, a manager in the Bridgestone Corporation legal
department. The Plaintiffs have presented substantial documentation purporting to show
that Defendant did in fact have sufficient contacts with the State of Tennessee to invoke
the jurisdiction of this Court. This Court finds that Plaintiffs have sufficiently challenged

his assertions concerning lack of contact with this state to overcome Defendant’s motion.

The decision of the Tennessee Supreme Court in Chenault v. Walker, 36 S.W. 3d
45 (Tenn. 2001), is controlling in this case. When faced with a motion to dismiss for lack
of personal jurisdiction, a plaintiff must establish a prima facie showing of jurisdiction.
Id. The Plaintiffs have done so.

The Court finds that the Plaintiffs have made a prima facie showing that there
exists such sufficient contacts with Tennessee to satisfy the assertion of jurisdiction in
this case and that invoking such jurisdiction does not violate traditional notions of fair
play and substantial justice.

It is, accordingly, ORDERED that Bridgestone Corporation’s Motion to Dismiss

for Lack of Personal Jurisdiction is hereby DENIED. All other matters are reserved.

Thomas W. Brothers
Circuit Court Judge
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Deputy Clerk



